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Q:  I recently purchased 
diabetic supplies at a large 
pharmacy chain. A friend told 
me Medicare should be paying 
for those supplies.  

A:  Medicare Part B does pay 
for 80% of the cost of covered 
diabetic supplies after you have 
met your $100 annual 
deductible.  Diabetic supplies 
covered for insulin and non- 
insulin users includes specified 
quantities of: 

 Blood glucose test strips 

 Blood glucose monitors 

 Lancet devices and lancets 

 Glucose control solutions 
for checking the accuracy of 
test strips and equipment. 

You are responsible for paying 
your annual $100 deductible, 
20% of Medicare’s approved 
payment amount, and any 
excess charges.  

 

Medicare does not cover 
syringes and needles.  Insulin 
is not covered except for 
diabetics who meet certain 
conditions and use an external 
insulin pump. 

There are two instances when 
you will need to pay 100% of 
the cost of the Medicare 
covered supplies at the time of 
purchase.   

1. If your pharmacy or 
supplier is not enrolled in 
Medicare, Medicare will not 
pay anything and you will be 
responsible for the entire bill.   

2. If your pharmacy or 
supplier is enrolled in 
Medicare, but does not take 
assignment (accept Medicare’s 
approved amount as payment 
in full), you may have to pay 
the entire bill at the time you 
receive your supplies. The 
pharmacy or supplier must 
submit a claim for your 
diabetic supplies to Medicare.   
Medicare will then reimburse 
you by sending you a check 
for its share (80%) in the mail. 
There may also be excess 
charges.  If the pharmacy or 
supplier does not accept 
assignment, there is no limit 
on what they can charge above 
Medicare’s approved amount.  

If they do accept assignment, 
Medicare will reimburse the  

 

pharmacy or supplier directly.  
You will still need to pay your 
annual deductible and co-
insurance amount when you 
receive your supplies.   

You will need to check with any 
Medigap or secondary insurance 
on how to file with them for 
reimbursement of any deductible 
or co-pays covered. 

Important note:  If you are getting 
your supplies by mail, you should 
only accept supplies you have 
ordered.  Medicare will not pay for 
supplies you did not request or that 
are sent automatically. 

In summary before you get 
supplies from a pharmacy or 
supplier ask: 

 Are you enrolled in Medicare? 

 Do you accept assignment? 

If either answer is no you should 
consider finding a pharmacy or 
supplier that answers yes to both 
questions.  This could save you 
money. 

Sources:  Medicare Publication    
#11022, www.medicare.gov, 
AdminaStar Federal DME 

Address your questions to: 

Ask SHIIP 
311 W. Washington Street 

Ste. 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Or www.in.gov/shiip/idoi 
1-800-452-4800 
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